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to Johor Bahru, "New Johor," a town of about 15,000
inhabitants, pleasantly situated on the Strait of Tebrau,
15 miles north-west of Singapore. "Facing the sea is
the Istana Laut, the principal residence of the Sultan, a
long two-storied building, fitted up with every European
comfort and luxury, and looking deliciously fresh and
cool in the glaring sunlight. Well-laid-out roads, an
esplanade over a mile long, large airy hospitals, water-
works and wharves, all testify to the enlightened and
energetic administration of the present ruler" (Lake,
loc. cit.)f

Abubakar's successor, Ibrahim, is assisted by a
Council of State, and the various departments are
organised on the model of a British Crown Colony.
The Sultan has accepted the British protectorate in
so far that, in virtue of the treaty of 1885, the
country is controlled by Great Britain in its foreign
relations.

5. Climate.

Owing to its position between two oceans, and almost
entirely within the tropics, the climate of Further India
may be described as normally hot, moist, and relaxing, and
about the large deltas distinctly enervating and malarious.
There is scarcely any cold season except on the northern
uplands towards the Tibeto-Chinese frontier, and the
rainfall, due mainly to the south-west monsoons, from
April to Octobei^ierfiges from about 90 inches in Singa-
pore to over 200 in parts of Burmaj^Qwing to this
abundant rainfall the Irawadi is a copious river even
before emerging from the last Tibetan highlands, and this,
more than any other circumstance, has lent a colour to
the theory of its connection with the San-po.
f In the Lower Meinam and Mekhong valleys, notwith-